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Dear Reader, dear Author, 
As I have done on the occasion of previous special 
issues, I will rake the opportLlnity to address myself to 
you and to inform you on the present state of your 
Journal. 
Ever since its inception, FEBS Letters’ endeavour was 
that of combining speed of pub~icatio~ with quality. 
Each of us dealing with FEBS Letters, the Editors and 
the Publisher alike, exerts special effort to come close to 
these goats. 
The time of publication, i.e., the number of days elaps- 
ing between date of receipt of a ~~lanuscript and the 
cover date of its publication, has decreased further. it is 
now 62 &ys (Fig. I), This extremely short time, which 
includes reviewing, desk editing, type setting, proof- 
reading (in Amsterdam), etc., has been made possible 
by the very much decentralized structure of the fournal 
(the authors are encouraged to submir their manuscript 
to that member of the Editorial Board whom they judge 
to be the closest to their scientific field) and to the very 
much strea~liined editing and processing, which were 
worked out by the founder and many years’ l~anaging 
Editor of the Journai, Prof. S.P. Datta. Since about 
one year we encourage the authors to submit one of the 
Weeks 
Fig. 1. Total handling time of FEBS Letters ~01s. 249-259. The ‘total 
hand~~n~ time’ is rhe time elapsed between the date of receipt (of the 
revised version, if the case) and the date of appearance of the paper. 
copies of their paper in the form of a floppy disk. peahen 
more authors make us of this possibility, the pubfica- 
tion time of our journal is Iikeiy to decrease further. 
The cooperation of the authors is thus an essential fac- 
tor for achieving fast publication. Indeed, the authors 
can sirnp~~~~ and speed up our work in a number of 
ways. First of ah, naturally, in sending us only papers 
which are gerluinel}~ important and significant. 
R~rnei~ber: if you have little to say, FEBS Letters is nor 
the appropriate vehicle to do so. The most frequent 
reason for rejecting a paper is in fact insufficietlt ad- 
vance in kno~~ledge. It should be made clear that FEBS 
Letters is not the journal in which to publish observa- 
tions of little sigIlificance, even if solid, or very 
pre~i~ii~lary observations, or leftovers from more exten- 
sive papers, Also it is in the very interest of authors to 
provide us with texts written in Fluent and unambiglious 
English. Desk-editing is time-co~lsuming and, 
tnoreo~er, may introduce mistakes in a text, which the 
authors in genera1 do not have the opporrun~ry to cor- 
rect anymore. in fact, proofreading is carried out by 
desk editorial sraff in Anlsterda~l and not as a rule by 
the authors. 
I haved illustrated elsewhere (FEBS Letters, June I987 
and July 1988) the mode of operation of our Journal. 
Rejection of a paper requires the opinions of two 
Editors plus those of reviewers: it is a tinle-consuming 
process. In this respect, FEBS Letters is MM ~ff~~~~~~~ 
than other journals. Thus I very strongly recornmend 
the authors not to submit a manuscript o us ‘just for a 
try’, assuming that, in any case, they will receive a 
prompt answer from us. This only leads to a loss of time 
by the authors and by us. Time is probably the most im- 
portant commodity in our Iives. 
Assessing the quality of a JournaI is of course not an 
easy matter. It is encouraging, however, to see that all 
para~~eters, inconlpiete as each of them may be, point 
to a continous increase in the quality of our Journal, 
For example, the impact factor (i.e.l the nunlber of cita- 
tions received by the journal divided by the number of 
papers published) keeps increasing steadily (Table I). 
As a comparison I am also indicating the impact factor 
of another journal of fast publication. (Reviews and 
full-fength papers, as they contain more information~ 
are naturally quoted more often than short papers: 
thus, our impact factor may not be compared with that 
of, say, Annual Reviews). The number of subscriptions 
keeps increasing - a significant feat at a time when most 
biochemical journals tend to lose subscriptions. This is 
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Table I 
Impact factors of FERS Letters and of another journal of fast publication 
FEBS Letters 
Another journal of fast 
txblication 
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 
~-~______I ~____.. -_. ~_.... ____~_______ 
2.9 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.6 
3.0 3.6 3.8 3.3 3.1 
particularly significant since our Journal (whose 
number of pages keeps increasing: we have published 
more than 6400 pages in 1989) keeps increasing in cost 
also. 
Again, you readers can help us to improve our Journal 
further: in spite of much attention and care, it certainly 
does happen that weak or perhaps even wrong papers 
may make their way into our Journal. If you notice one 
such paper, please do let me know. We welcome very 
much comments from the scientific community. We 
publish them, followed, if appropriate, by the author’s 
answer, in a special section of our Journal. You are 
welcome to write such commentaries also to papers 
which are of good quality but which you feel deserve a 
comment: we are happy to encourage exchange of ideas 
and a diaIogue among biochemists. 
For quite some time we have been publishing colour 
pictures, both half-tone and line pictures. In 1989, for 
example, five papers with colour pages have appeared. 
The idea is to provide the authors with the possibility of 
oublishing coloured histological preparations, com- 
puter graphics, or the like. Naturally, additional costs 
will have to be charged to the authors (see ‘Note to the 
Authors’). 
The gegraphical d~stribLltion of our Journal is shown in 
Table Il. 
During the last few months a number of Editors, having 
reached the maximum of their time of office, have left 
our Editorial Board. I take this opportunity to thank 
them most heartily, also on your behalf, for all they 
have done for our Journal with a lot of dedication and 
profound knowledge. The have been replaced by a 
number of equally motjvated and highly regarded col- 
leagues. Most sadly, one of the newly appointed 
Editors, Prof. T. Murachi, Kyoto, unexpectedly and 
suddenly passed away in May. Our Journal and 
Japanese Biochemistry - indeed Biochemistry world- 
wide - lost a highly esteemed, most dedicated colleague 
and friend. 
Ziirich, August 1990 Giorgio Semenza 
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Table If 
---.- Origin of papers (vols. 249-266) and origin of subscribers (1989) -.- - 
Countries and area totals 
Origin of papers 
NO. % 
Origin of subscribers 
-- 
No. 
Canada 
USA 
North America 
33.7 2.4 49 2.8 
217.5 15.8 523 30.3 
251.2 18.2 572 33.2 
Austria 9.1 0.7 12 0.7 
Belgium 15.2 1.1 14 0.8 
Denmark 18.4 1.3 13 0.8 
Finland IS.0 1.3 14 0.8 
France 128.4 9.3 88 5.1 
FRG 171.9 12.5 126 7.3 
Greece 3.5 0.3 9 0.5 
Israel 32.5 2.4 12 0.7 
ltaly 52.3 3.8 78 4.5 
Net~erlallds 23.9 1.7 59 3.4 
Norway 5.0 0.4 9 0.5 
Spain 39.0 2.8 25 1.5 
Sweden 36.7 2.7 24 1.4 
Switzerland 34.3 2.6 32 1.9 
Turkey 1.5 0.1 5 0.3 
United Kingdom 153.1 11.1 I18 6.8 
Western Europe 744.8 54.1 649 37.6 
Bulgaria 
Ctechoslowakia 
GDR 
Hungary 
Poland 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 
Eastern Europe 
1.0 
9.0 
14.1 
9.1 
9.7 
106.4 
3.7 
153.0 
0.1 
0.7 
1.0 
0.7 
0.7 
7.7 
0.3 
Ii.1 
10 
9 
14 
4s 
5 
88 
0.0’ 
0.0 
0.6 
0.5 
0.8 
2.6 
0.3 
5.1 
Argentina 3.0 0.2 
Brasil 2.4 0.2 
Chile 5.3 0.4 
Mexico 2.0 0.1 
Venezuela 2.0 0.1 
South America 14.7 1.1 
7 
10 
26 
0.0 
0.4 
0.0 
0.6 
0.0 
1.5 
India 
Japan 
Korea 
Rest of Asia 
(including PR China, Taiwan etc.) 
Asia 
6.0 0.4 29 1.7 
195.6 14.2 261 15.1 
I.0 0.1 I9 I.1 
1.5 0.1 10 0.6 
204.1 14.8 337 19.5 
Australia 
New Zealand 
Australia 
8.5 
0.5 
9.0 
0.6 
0.0 
0.7 
27 
8 
35 
1.6 
0.5 
2.0 
Kenya 
South Africa 
Africa 
1.0 
0.0 
1.0 
0.1 
0.0 
0.1 
12 
17 
0.0 
0.7 
1.0 
Remaining subscriptions 48 2.8 
Free subscriptions 54 3.1 
Total 1377.8 100.0 1724 100.0 
’ For Iess than 4 subscriptions per country, see *Remaining subscriptions’ 
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